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LINKS TO UNCRC
This policy links to the following UNCRC articles:
e Article 3,5and 12

LINKS TO OTHER DOLLAR ACADEMY POLICIES

This policy has links with the following Dollar Academy policies:
e Anti Bullying Policy
e Discipline Policy
e |T Responsible User Agreement

AIM

To help pupils develop a positive and healthy relationship with mobile technology, which
promotes its use as a positive aid for learning, communication and organisation, whilst
safeguarding pupils against the risks of over and inappropriate use.

CONTEXT
Mobile phone technology is an integral part of the lives of children and young people and
families across Scotland. Data shows that 62% of 8-11 year olds in Scotland own their own
mobile phone, rising to 96% for 12-15 year olds. Many pupils bring their own mobile phone
into school.

Used responsibly, mobile devices such as phones and tablets can be powerful tools to enhance
learning and teaching, communication and social experiences, and may remove barriers to
learning for some pupils. In addition, they can bring a sense of security to parents as their
children enjoy more independent activities, such as walking to and from school.

However, pupils bringing their own mobile phones into school can create challenges. It is
evident that mobile devices, when used inappropriately, are causing disruption to pupils’
learning and that of their peers. The Behaviour in Scottish Schools Research (BISSR) 2023
indicated increased concerns over the disruption the misuse of devices caused in class. This is
echoed by data from the Programme of International Student Assessment (PISA) 2022, which
found that almost one in three 15 year olds in Scotland (and across Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries) reported being distracted using digital
devices in most or every class, and around a quarter of pupils got distracted by other pupils
using digital devices. This research found that pupils appeared to be less distracted when they
switched off notifications from social networks and apps on their digital devices during class,
when they did not have their digital device open in class to take notes or search for information,
and when they did not feel pressured to be online and answer messages while in class.

BISSR 2023 also highlighted an increase in more serious behaviours including the abusive use
of mobile phones in schools, for example, mobile phones being used to bully or harass pupils
and staff. Such behaviour is unacceptable in any context. The misuse of mobile technology,
including the filming of incidents which are posted on social media, is also frequently reported
in the media, with many demonstrating the potentially devastating impact of such misuse on
pupils, their families and the safety and wellbeing of staff.



USE OF PHONES AT DOLLAR
With the introduction of BYOD there is now no need for pupils to be on their mobile phones during
lessons or registration.

¢ In registration, all pupils should deposit their mobile phone in the classroom pouches.
This is compulsory. Any misuse of mobile phones in registration should be reported on
ISAMs using the Rewards and Conduct Manager.

¢ Inclassrooms, the use of pouches for pupils to deposit phones at the beginning of the
lesson is compulsory.

e If a pupil is caught using their phone inappropriately in your classroom you should
confiscate their phone and place it, upturned, on your desk, in their sight. Please flag
this using the Rewards and Conduct Manager on ISAMS.

e The phone should be returned at the end of the lesson.

It is envisaged that the consistent use of phone/device pockets should substantially
reduce the need for confiscation during classes.

Pupils can use phones only at break, lunch and after school. There will no longer be any
coloured Zoned areas but it goes without saying that mobile phones are prohibited in changing
rooms and the swimming pool areas.

Form VI pupils can use their phone in the Common Room.



